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Based on the authoritative American Heritage Â® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition,

this new edition of the American Heritage Â® Desk Dictionary has been completely updated; every

single entry has been reviewed and revised as necessary. Its thousands of new words and senses,

such as antiquark,Â  earbud, and the verb sense of friend, reflect recent developments in the

sciences, technology, and popular culture. Hundreds of photographs and drawings enhance the

text, and several tables such as the periodic table of the elements and a table of units of

measurement provide helpful data in a useful visual format. Forming the heart of the dictionary,

however, are its more than 70,000 entry words, whose clear, straightforward

definitionsâ€”supplemented by pronunciations, inflections of irregular verbs and plural nouns, and

selected etymologiesâ€”make the American Heritage Â® Desk Dictionary an essential reference for

the office, school, or home.
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THE EDITORS OF THE AMERICAN HERITAGE DICTIONARIESÂ are a team of professional

lexicographers with advanced degrees in various scholarly fields. The editors familiarize themselves

with the vocabulary in specific subject areas, collect materials on new developments and usage,

and work with expert consultants to ensure that their publications are accurate and up-to-date.

I've been very satisfied with other versions of the American Heritage Dictionary, but this one has

some shortcomings. For example, on p. 278, the entry for "eloquent" reads as follows: "Capable of



or characterized by eloquence: an eloquent speaker; an eloquent sermon." Yet there is no entry for

"eloquence." So if you didn't know the meaning of "eloquent" when you opened the dictionary,

you're still not going to know!

I'm looking for a particular American Heritage Dictionary. I've owned it before, lost it and am

currently looking to replace it. Let me describe something about said dictionary in hopes that you

might be able to help locate it for me.In said dictionary, if you were to look up the word "blatant" or

"fragrant" you would either be given a "usage note" or be directed to the other word's "usage note".

There the "usage note" would describe the difference twixt the two words. I found this to be very

useful.And I'm not talking only about "blatant" and "fragrant". Other words would also have this

feature. Like "affect" and "effect". If you can be of any assistance it will be greatly appreciated.Thank

you.Alan Thompsonalan4thompson@yahoo.com

Replaced 30+ year old dictionary with American Heritage edition. It's a quality reference book in a

compact size with clear print and understandable definitions.Yes, there are no thumb indexes, and

word meaning's are a tad brief but overall, an excellent value for the price point.Recommended!

Great.....I try to keep a dictionary in every room in this house where there is a pile of books,,,or a

shelf of books. This is the book,,,that my friend,,,a college librarian,,,told me one time.,,,that he

could support his family by selling this book door to door; convinced me. I have five copies...

GOOD DICTIONARY

An excellent dictionary to keep by your side. The font size is just right (not the small font of some

dictionaries that make it hard on your eyes). The typeface, too, is nice. I think both young and older

students will find this dictionary helpful. A good choice.

I love my American Heritage Desk Dictionary, Fifth Edition! This dictionary is comprehensively

compiled and easy to use. I enjoy the print size and style. I feel sure that I can depend on the expert

guidance on correct usage.Sincerely,Jan Kaschel

I was expecting some improvements over the previous edition. Some really common words are

missing, which is rather shocking for a dictionary with 70,000 entries. Still the gold standard for



American English.
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